
Welcome to the campus of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign:
Here is a list of activities and general information for the Champaign-Urbana and surrounding areas. We hope to make your stay more enjoyable.  If you have any questions, or need additional information, please contact Lisa (778-7806)or Edee (377-1282). And if you don’t see what you are looking for—just ask!

Around campus:  http://www.uiuc.edu
Although construction hampers drivers, the campus town businesses are open. You may purchase UIUC items there or at the UIUC Bookstore (http://www.uofibookstore.uiuc.edu/) enjoy a good sandwich, or have an espresso with friends. 

The Illini Union

http://www.union.uiuc.edu/
Since its construction in 1941, the Illini Union has played a significant role in the University’s social, cultural, and educational environment. It houses meeting rooms, lounges, a food court, guest rooms, a browsing library, bowling alley, and a billiard room, as well as the offices of the Alumni Association and many student organizations. 
Krannert Art Museum and Kinkead Pavilion

http://www.art.uiuc.edu/galleries/kam/index.html

Acknowledged strengths of the Krannert Art Museum is its permanent collection of 8,000 objects that include:  The Trees Collection of European and American Painting, Moore Collection of European and American Decorative Arts, the Olsen Collection of pre-Columbian Art and examples of 20th Century Art collected during the Contemporary Arts Festivals (1948-1974). 

Please check their website for information about their summer museum and café hours.

Krannert Center for the Performing Arts

http://www.krannertcenter.com/
Since 1969, Krannert Center for the Performing Arts has served as one of the nation's premier educational and professional performing arts complexes. The setting for over 300 performances each year, the Krannert Center nurtures excellence and innovation in the performing arts through education, presentation, community service, and research. Above all, it is a place for education. Each season, Krannert Center features performances and productions by students and faculty in the University's School of Music and departments of Theater and Dance. Made possible by the generous gift of the late industrialist and University of Illinois alumnus Herman Krannert and his wife, Ellnora, the Krannert Center continues their vision of "education through participation in culture."

Please check their website for information about their summer play and concert schedule.

Spurlock Museum 

The Spurlock Museum is closed to the public until fall 2002. The World Heritage Museum and the Natural History Museum will now be located in the new facility.  (Some websites indicate that they are still open).

Around the community:

CU Mass Transit District - http://www.cumtd.com/
The CU area has an outstanding system of buses that go nearly everywhere in the area. Visit their website to look at scheduled and maps to help you get around town.
Marketplace Mall and North Prospect

Take I74 West to the Neil Street Exit. Turn north (right) and you will see the Famous Barr store, one of the capstones of the Marketplace Mall. If you continue on the highway for one more exit, you will be entering the newest shopping area in CU, the North Prospect area. Many of the chain restaurants and department stores that you are familiar with are located here, such as Target’s, WalMart’s, Sam’s, Meijer’s, Chili’s, and Cheddar’s.
The Virginia Theater - Live 

The Virginia Theatre is dedicated to creating and sustaining an environment conducive to education in the performing arts; fostering creativity in the production and presentation of the music, theatre, dance and film; and establishing the Virginia Theatre as a civic-use meeting space and center for performing arts and entertainment for Champaign-Urbana and its visitors. Check their summer schedule: http://www.thevirginia.org/
The Station Theater - Live


The Celebration Company performs locally in the renovated 1899 Penn Central Train Station. Four major productions per year offer a variety of live theatre from musicals and classical pieces to experimental works. http://www.8am.com/station/
Movie Theaters

Beverly Cinema – 910 Meijer Avenue, Champaign – 359-5687, located at North Prospect shopping area.

Savoy 16 Theater – Route 45 and Burwash Avenue, Savoy, Illinois – 355-9475

Art Theater – 126 W. Church Street, Champaign, 351-7368 (foreign and art films) 

The Champaign and Urbana Park Districts

Both park districts offer summer activities ranging from paddleboats, nature center activities, a water slide, music in the park events, and more. You may want to join an early morning bird walk in Busey Woods or see the exhibits at the Anita Purves Nature Center.  Check your packet for details.

The Champaign and Urbana Downtown Areas
While the malls took their toll on the businesses in the downtown areas, Champaign and Urbana still have several local shops, restaurants, bars, and coffee houses that are worth visiting.

The Octave Chanute Aerospace Museum

http://www.aeromuseum.org/
In 1917 Rantoul, Illinois, was chosen by the U.S. Army Air Service to train pilots for World War I.  Over the next 75 years Chanute Field (which later became Chanute Air Force Base) became the premier technical training school for the USAAF and USAF. At the time of its closure in 1993 Chanute had trained over 2 million men and women and was the third oldest active base in the U.S. Air Force. Today, Octave Chanute Aerospace Museum displays and preserves the proud history of Chanute Air Force Base, the United States Air Force, and Illinois aviation. The museum has over 40 aircraft and missiles on display, including replicas of Charles Lindbergh's Spirit of St. Louis and Chanute Field's first aircraft, the Curtiss Jenny biplane. The museum also has a large collection of Frasca flight simulators on display.
Sunday Services:
If you do not see your denomination listed below, please contact Lisa, Etta or Edee to locate a place of worship. The best way to locate a church is to check your room’s yellow pages. Here is a list of churches (mosque and synagogue) that are located in Urbana.

 The Vineyard – A contemporary inter-denomination church.  1500 N. Lincoln Avenue, Celebrations @ 8:30, 10:00 & 11:30 a.m  www.vineyardchampaign.org  (walking distance from the Holiday Inn)

Sinai Temple – 3104 W. Windsor Road, Champaign, 352-8140

Mosque & Islamic Association of Central Illinois – 106 S. Lincoln Avenue, 344-0022

Champaign Alliance, 1401 John St., Champaign, 359-6847, worship: 10:45, non-denominational, Bob Sievers will pick up anyone wanting to attend

Pennsylvania Avenue Baptist Church – 600 E. Pennsylvania, 367-5924, Worship:  10:45 a.m. and 6:00 PM

Canaan Baptist Church – Worship: 7:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  402 West Main Street, 367-2158

Urbana Assembly of God – Celebrations: 8:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.2502 South Race Street, 344-5455

Weber Street Christian Church- 107 S. Weber, 328-3497

First United Methodist Church – 304 S. Race Street, Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 a.m., 367-8384

Wesley United Methodist – 1203 W. Green Street, Worship: 9:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m., 344-1120 (corner of Goodwin and Green on campus)

First Presbyterian Church of Urbana – 602 West Green Street, 367-8357, Worship:  9:00 a.m. Contemporary, 11:15 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church – 708 W. Main, Masses:  7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m. & noon, 367-2665

United Universalist Church – 309 W. Green Street, Service: 9:00 & 11:00 a.m., 384-8862

Chapel of St. John the Devine Episcopal Church – 1011 S. Wright Street, Holy Eucharist: 8:00 & 10 a.m.,         344-1924

Trinity Lutheran Church – 701 East Florida, Worship: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m., 367-8923

The Surrounding Area:

Monticello Railroad Museum

http://www.prairienet.org/mrm/homepage.html
The mission of the museum is to collect, preserve, interpret and exhibit materials and artifacts relating to railroading, with emphasis on Central Illinois, and to operate a demonstration railroad for the education and enjoyment of the public.
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 Robert Allerton Park, Monticello, Illinois
515 Old Timber Road
25 miles SW of Champaign County 
Monticello, IL 217-762-2721
http://www.conted.uiuc.edu/allerton/
The former residence of Robert Allerton, a 1,768-acre country estate, was donated to the University of Illinois in 1946. Native flood-plain forests and unplanned woods qualify Allerton Park as a National Landmark. Visitors may stroll through the park that contains an outstanding collection of sculpture and statuary from Cambodia, Thailand and China, which are placed among beautiful flower gardens, greenhouses and sculptured hedges. Walk through boundless trails among nature trails and enjoy the wildlife of the area, or picnic among the beautiful statuary. 

From Urbana, Take I74 West to the I72 exit; head west to Decatur.  Follow directions on their website to get to the park in Monticello.
Hours: Daily 8am-sunset,
Visitors Center: Daily 8am-5pm
FREE (contributions welcome)

Factory Outlet Mall, Tuscola, Illinois
http://www.shoptuscola.com/tuscola.html
The Factory Stores at Tuscola, the best outlet shopping found anywhere south of Chicago in the state of Illinois, boasts an outstanding mix of merchants. From fashions to gifts to home accessories, there are over 45 designer names and national brands to choose from, including GAP Outlet, Nautica, Polo Ralph Lauren and Tommy Hilfiger. The Factory Stores' pleasant shopping village atmosphere, striking architecture and a fanciful waterwheel will make your shopping trip unforgettable.

Take I57 South to Exit 212 in Tuscola, Illinois. Just 25 minutes from Champaign.  Visit their website for a map.

Harvest Moon Twin Drive-In

http://www.gibson-city.com/harvestmoon.asp
Some of you may remember the “good old days” when drive-in movies were popular. Whether you have ever been to a drive-in movie theater or not, you should visit the Harvest Moon Drive-in in Gibson City, Illinois for a unique experience. Don’t forget to take insect repellant!
Lake of the Woods, Mahomet, Illinois

http://www.ccfpd.org/homepage.htm
The Lake of the Woods County Park is a popular site located in a rolling wooded area near Mahomet, Illinois, just 15 minutes from Champaign. This beautiful park occupies almost 900 acres along the corridor of the Sangamon River Highlighting Lake of the Woods are several well-known attractions: the Early American Museum, Mabery Gelvin Botanical Gardens, and Hartwell C. Howard Lake of the Woods Golf Course. The museum has an extensive collection of artifacts interpreting 19th- and early 20th-century life in east-central Illinois. Two floors of exhibits present architecture, agriculture, trades and occupations, decorative arts, and childhood and domestic life of the time. 

Take I74 West to Mahomet.  Exit at #172 or #174 and follow signs to the park.

Kickapoo State Park, Oakwood, Illinois
http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/parks/r3/kickapoo.htm
10906 Kickapoo Park Road
Phone:  442.4915
Where in Illinois can you go running or hiking, canoeing, fishing for trout, camping, hunting or scuba diving -- all against a backdrop of breathtaking natural beauty?  Kickapoo State Recreation Area near Danville in Vermilion County, that's where. The site is easily reached via Interstate 74, just 30 minutes away.

Once a scarred wasteland ravaged by turn-of-the-century strip-mine operations, Kickapoo State Recreation Area's 2,842 acres now provide an outdoor playground with something to appeal to every member of the family. Twenty-two deep water ponds, ranging in size from 0.2 of an acre to 57 acres, provide a total of 221 acres of water for boaters, canoeists and anglers. Lushly forested uplands and bottomlands along the Middle Fork of the Vermilion River is habitat for enough birds, wildlife and wildflowers to please any nature lover, while nature trails and running trails provide pathways to inspiration and physical fitness. If you want a less demanding excursion in the outdoors, there are facilities for camping and picnicking.

Take I74 East to Danville, Illinois and exit #206, Oakwood. Follow signs from there. 

Rockome Gardens and Amish Country
http://www.rockome.com/Html/rockome/rockome.html

Where else can you watch a horse powered buzz saw, have fresh baked goods from our bakery, some sweets from our candy shop, or admire Amish made furniture in our furniture shop. The shops and attractions add a nice backdrop to the rock fences and the flower gardens of Rockome Gardens.

Rockome Gardens is a one of a kind park of rock and floral gardens, including many other attractions. Rockome Gardens is located in the heart of Illinois' largest Old-Order Amish community. In the rural countryside between Arcola and Arthur Illinois, Rockome Gardens has been a favorite spot for a day of fun and relaxation for the whole family for over 40 years.

Rockome Gardens is continuing their free admission policy in 2002; We are going to have free admission to the park. That's right free admission for everyone (rides are not included and there are 4 days throughout the season when we will have to charge a gate admission see calendar for details) to come spend a day in the country and enjoy the attractions here at Rockome Gardens. We are having lots of different shows throughout the year so go to the events listing for complete details.
Historic Farm Days in Penfield

http://www.antiquefarm.org/hist_farm_days/historic_farm_days.html
July 11- 14, 2002

If you are interested in taking a look at the way farming used to be done, visit Penfield, Illinois (East Busey St). You’ll see antique tractors, gas and steam engines, antique tractor pulls.  Admission $5.00

Staerkel Planetarium, Parkland College

http://www.parkland.cc.il.us/coned/pla/
The Planetarium machine is a model of the universe. The Zeiss model M-1015 projects about 7600 simulated stars, the Sun, Moon and 5 planets onto a dome-shaped screen which is fifty feet across. Our projector was the first of this model to be installed in the world. You can think of the machine as presenting a "map" of the sky, projected onto the dome ceiling  This arrangement presents a stunning, realistic view of the heavens as seen from Earth. Controls allow the program presenter to simulate the motions of Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, and the Sun and Moon. The planetarium can be set to show the sky as seen from any point on the Earth, and for any time for several thousand years into the past, or the future.

Shows:  On Fridays, at 7:00 PM (Summer Prairie Skies), 8:00 PM (Stars of Jade) and 9:30 PM (Pink Floyd’s Dark Side of the Moon)  Call 351-2446 for more information
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